ALLENBY IN EGYPT
dispatch had been "circulated". His Majesty the King
afterwards told him that he had read and enjoyed even-
word of it.
The fateful interview with the Prime Minister was
fixed for Monday, February 13, but was then postponed
till the morning of the I5th. The Cabinet was now in
an awkward position. Allenby had much support in the
Press; his dispatch was a very damaging answer to the
charges by which it had been proposed to justify his
dismissal; and Allenby, as a peer, would have the oppor-
tunity and right to state his case in the House of Lords if
his resignation was accepted. It was left to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Lloyd George, to try to turn Allenby out
of his entrenched position, on which the arguments of
the Foreign Secretary had had so little result.
Sir Gilbert Clayton and Amos accompanied Allenby
to the meeting.    Mr. Lloyd George was supported by
Lord Curzon.   Allenby was subjected to a sharp cross-fire
of questions and objections on his proposals; he began
to   show  impatience,   complaining  of   the   number   of
occasions on which his advice had been rejected.   c'But,"
said the Prime Minister, "you are now asking me to
abandon our entire position in Egypt without guarantee."
Here Amos broke in: "That, sir, is not a fair description
of Lord Allenby's proposals."    Mr. Lloyd George then
turned  on Amos  and  again  went  over  the  Cabinet's
objections, to wfhich Amos replied.   The argument was
proceeding, when Allenby broke in with:   uWell, it is no
good disputing any longer.   I have told you what I think
is necessary.   You won't have it, and it is none of my
business to force you to.   I have waited five weeks for
a decision, and I can't wait any longer.   I shall tell Lady
Allenby to come home."   On this the Prime Minister rose
and put his hand on Allenby^s arm.   "You have waited
five weeks,  Lord Allenby," he said;  "wait five more
minutes.'*   He then announced that he would agree to
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